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Corn Acreage Up 72 Percent From 2015 

Cotton Acreage Up 57 Percent From Last Year’s Record Low 

All Rice Acreage Highest Since 2010 
 

Corn:  Arkansas corn growers intend to plant 790,000 acres, up 72 percent from last year’s 460,000 acres.   
 
Cotton:  All cotton acreage intentions are at 330,000 acres, up 57 percent from last year’s 210,000 acres.   
 
Hay All:  All hay acres expected to be harvested in Arkansas are estimated at 1.12 million acres, down 5,000 acres from 2015.   
 
Oats:  Oat growers intend to plant 10,000 acres in 2016, down 9 percent from last year. 
 
Peanuts:  Arkansas peanut growers intend to plant 18,000 acres in 2016.  This is the first year Arkansas will be included in the 
national program. 
 
Rice:  Intended planted acres for all rice for 2016 are 1.58 million acres, up 21 percent from the previous year’s 1.31 million acres.  
Long grain rice acres are up 370,000 acres from last year while medium grain acres are down 95,000 acres from a year ago. 
 
Sorghum:  Sorghum growers intend to plant 140,000 acres, down 69 percent from last year. 
 
Soybeans:  Soybean growers intend to plant 3.05 million acres in 2016, down 5 percent from last year. 
 
Winter Wheat:  Wheat acreage in Arkansas is down 37 percent from last year to an estimated 220,000 acres planted for all 
purposes in 2016. 
 

Principal Crops:  Area Planted, Arkansas and United States, 2015-2016 

Crop 

Arkansas United States 

2015 20161 2016/2015 2015 20161 2016/2015 

1,000 Acres Percent 1,000 Acres Percent 

Corn 460 790 172 87,999 93,601 106 

Cotton, All 210 330 157 8,580.5 9,562.0 111 

Hay, All2 1,125 1,120 100 54,437 54,305 100 

Oats 11 10 91 3,088 2,751 89 

Peanuts3 -- 18 -- 1,625 1,476 91 

Rice, All 1,306 1,581 121 2,614 3,064 117 

  Long Grain 1,060 1,430 135 1,874 2,452 131 

  Medium Grain 245 150 61 703 581 83 

  Short Grain 1 1 100 37 31 84 

Sorghum 450 140 31 8,459 7,216 85 

Soybeans 3,200 3,050 95 82,650 82,236 99 

Sweet Potatoes 4 (D) -- 156.9 169.4 108 

Wheat, All 350 220 63 54,644 49,559 91 
     1  Intended plantings in 2016 as indicated by reports from producers. 
     2  Intended area for harvest in 2016 as indicated by reports from producers. 
     3 2016 is the first year in the program for Arkansas. 
(D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations. 
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Corn:  Area Planted, Arkansas and U.S., 1996-2016
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All Cotton:  Area Planted, Arkansas and U.S., 1996-2016
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All Hay:  Area Harvested, Arkansas and U.S., 1996-2016
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Soybeans:  Area Planted, Arkansas and U.S., 1996-2016
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